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CORUM - 70 Years of Adventures in Watchmaking

The story of CORUM begins with René Bannwart.

An entrepreneur at heart and a trained watchmaker who honed his craft within some of
Switzerland’s most respected manufactures, he founded the brand in 1955 with his uncle Gaston
Ries.

Fascinated by the word “quorum” — the minimum number required to hold discussions and
make decisions — René Bannwart simplified its spelling to create CORUM.

From its earliest days in La Chaux-de-Fonds, CORUM set out to position itself at the forefront of
Swiss watchmaking. Its emblem — a key pointing skyward — symbolizes the ambition to unlock
new territory, pursue innovation, and act with purpose. It also reflects the inventiveness, tenacity,
and audacity required to master time.

In 1956, CORUM'’s first watches reached the market, setting in motion a succession of bold ideas
that quickly earned recognition. The brand was soon regarded by its peers as one of the most
creative names in the industry.

In 1960, the first Admiral’s Cup was designed. At the time, its case was square-shaped, and its
dial was still without pennants.

In 1966, Jean-René Bannwart, the founder’s son, joined the Manufacture. Together with his father,
he went on to shape the creations that would define CORUM'’s distinctive identity—most notably
the Admiral’s Cup, introduced in 1983, recognizable by its iconic nautical pennants and its
signature dodecagonal bezel.

In 1970, CORUM introduced the Feather watch, crafted from genuine bird feathers — an artistic
and technical feat requiring exceptional skill. In 1976, the Rolls-Royce watch further
demonstrated the brand’s avant-garde spirit, marking the first partnership of its kind with a
prestigious automobile manufacturer.

In 1980, the Golden Bridge — with its finely hand-engraved baguette movement revealed within a
perfectly transparent sapphire case — embodied a new level of technical and watchmaking
mastery.

In 1983, the Admiral’s Cup design was reinterpreted with nautical pennants drawn from the
International Maritime Signal Code, serving as hour markers on a twelve-sided bezel — a
configuration that remains the foundation of today’s Admiral.

In 1986, the Meteorite model introduced a dial cut from an authentic meteorite discovered in
Greenland by explorer Robert Peary — a first later adopted across much of the industry.

In 1993, the Admiral’s Cup Tides was launched, powered by CORUM’s exclusive CO277
movement. It displayed lunar cycles, tide times, tidal intensity, estimated water levels, and
current strength.
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In 1997, CORUM patented an original invention presented in the Tabogan watch. Its ingenious
mechanism allowed the case to stand vertically, transforming the wristwatch into a table clock.

In 2000, the Bubble was introduced. Its 11 mm-thick sapphire crystal created a magnifying effect
that became the model’s unmistakable signature. Sixteen years later, the collection returned
with a double-domed anti-reflective sapphire crystal.

With the Trapeze in 2001, CORUM introduced a new aesthetic defined by subtle grace. Its name,
reflecting both its shape and generous proportions, established a design of lasting relevance.

In 2005, the Classical Vanitas unveiled a world first: marquetry applied to watch dials, with stone
and marble pieces meticulously cut and assembled like a mosaic.

That same year, to mark its 50th anniversary, CORUM revisited the Golden Bridge in a
contemporary spirit, carrying the original 1980 model into the 21st century.

In 2006, the Admiral’s Cup entered a new chapter. While introducing a more modern and
assertive collection, CORUM preserved its essential codes: the twelve-sided case and nautical
pennants.

In 2007, the legendary Romvlvs returned with a refined, contemporary temperament. Its engraved
Roman numerals on the bezel remained central, complemented by a double-curved case
creating an elliptical effect and a domed sapphire crystal.

In 2009, CORUM presented its second in-house movement. Conceived, developed, and
assembled within the brand’s workshops, the Ti-Bridge became the first model to house Caliber
C0007.

In 2010, CORUM celebrated its 55th anniversary, half a century of Admiral’s Cup, and 30 years of
the Golden Bridge — milestones that reaffirmed both its legitimacy and its pioneering spirit. In
2011, the brand introduced the automatic linear-winding version of its baguette movement,
opening a new chapter in its evolution.

In 2012, CORUM unveiled the Admiral’s Cup Legend 46 Minute Repeater Acoustica. Featuring a
minute repeater activated via the bezel rather than a traditional slide, it combined timeless lines
with technical ingenuity.

In 2013, the Ti-Bridge Automatic Dual Winder introduced the first automatic movement in the Ti-
Bridge collection. Designed, developed, and patented by CORUM, it drew energy from two
aligned, interconnected oscillating weights.

In 2014, CORUM revisited a maritime icon with the Admiral’s Cup AC-One 45 Tides. Twenty-one
years after its debut, this mechanical complication remains unique in Haute Horlogerie and
underscores CORUM'’s long-standing connection to the sea.

In 2015, CORUM marked its 60th anniversary with the Admiral’s Cup Legend 42 Flying Tourbillon
— reinterpreting one of watchmaking’s emblematic complications with depth and functionality.
Transparency lay at its core, with a sapphire dial offering a clear view of the mechanism.
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In 2016, the Bubble returned, equipped with a double-domed anti-reflective sapphire crystal
amplifying its signature magnifying effect.

That same year, a new 43 mm round case was introduced within the Golden Bridge line,
accompanied by a baguette movement featuring 18-carat gold bridges, mainplate, and

decorative elements. In 2017, a rectangular case followed, along with new 18-carat gold
executions for the Golden Bridge Rectangular and mechanically engraved bridges for the Golden
Bridge Stream.

In 2018, CORUM launched the LAB 01, inspired by racing aesthetics — sculptural, technical,
modern — produced exclusively in limited editions with a tonneau-shaped case.

In 2019, CORUM introduced the Admiral 45 Openworked Automatic, equipped with a movement
developed in-house for the model, followed by the Admiral 45 Openworked Tourbillon.

In 2020, CORUM marked its 65th anniversary with the LAB 02, featuring not only a flying tourbillon
but also a fully suspended gear train.

In 2021, the Admiral 45 Automatic Openworked Flying Tourbillon Carbon & Gold combined
ultralight carbon layers with 18-carat gold inclusions.

That same year, to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the automatic linear movement, CORUM
introduced a new Golden Bridge Automatic housed in a tonneau case with panoramic sapphire
crystal and expanded transparent surfaces.

In 2022, CORUM presented its first Golden Bridge table clock — a unique, entirely hand-crafted
piece — and unveiled a new luminescent carbon alloy used in the Admiral 45 Automatic
Openworked Flying Tourbillon.

In 2023, a Concept Watch emerged in the form of a flying tourbillon housed in a specially designed
recycled titanium case with aventurine dial.

In 2024, CORUM introduced the Golden Bridge Snake, featuring a structured gold backdrop fully
decorated with enamel painting — a true Métiers d’Art creation.

In 2025, the Admiral collection expanded with new textile-inspired motifs, complemented by the
latest Bubble models, now regarded as modern collectors’ pieces.



